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WESTERN CANADIAN COAL CORP. - APPROVAL OF STOCK OPTION PLAN

Vancouver, B.C. August 2, 2005 - Western Canadian Coal Corp. (TSX and AIM: WTN) (the
"Company") - At the Annual and Special Meeting, the shareholders of the Company approved the
adoption by the Company of the 2005 Stock Option Plan (the 2005 Plan™) which replaces the stock
option plan previously adopted when the Company was listed on the TSX Venture Exchange. The 2005
Plan complies with the TSX policies with respect to security based compensation arrangements.

Pursuant to the 2005 Plan, the Company reports that it has granted an aggregate of 1,440,000 stock
options at exercise prices between ranging from $5.40 to $6.20 per share. Of these, 300,000 options
were granted to directors of the Company at an exercise price of $6.20 per share. All such options
expire five years from the date of grant.
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