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WESTERN CANADIAN COAL CLARIFIES ISSUES CONCERNING
THE NEMI TRANSACTION

Vancouver, BC July 13, 2006 - Western Canadian Coal Corp. (TSX: WTN & WTN.DB and
AIM: WTN) (the ""Company" or ""Western'") today addressed reports concerning its transaction
with NEMI Northern Energy & Mining Inc. ("NEMI"). Contrary to the assertions contained in NEMI's
press releases dated Tuesday, July 4, 2006 and Monday, July 10, 2006, Western did not advise NEMI
that it was not prepared to complete the transactions contemplated by the May 19, 2006 Arrangement
Agreement without an adjustment to the exchange ratio contemplated thereunder. Western and NEMI
had each agreed to review the exchange ratio, as NEMI indicated it was doing in its July 4 press release,
however such actions did not invalidate the binding nature of the Arrangement Agreement.

As NEMI announced, Western had notified NEMI that NEMI was in breach of the Agreement, and that
Western was entitled to terminate the Agreement. Western did not terminate the Agreement and NEMI
had no legal right to terminate the Agreement, which remains in force. NEMI's press release dated July
11, 2006 discloses that NEMI had been in discussions with other parties concerning a possible
transaction, which discussions clearly violated NEMI's contractual obligations to Western.

Based on Western's review of the information contained in the July 11 press release, Western continues
to believe that the combination of Western and NEMI would be a better transaction for NEMI's
shareholders and would also benefit Western's shareholders.

Western is reviewing its options in light of these actions by NEMI and will advise further once it has
determined a course of action.

Forward-Looking Information

This release may contain forward-looking statements that may involve risks and uncertainties. Such statements relate to the Company's
expectations, intentions, plans and beliefs. As a result, actual future events or results could differ materially from those suggested by the
forward-looking statements. Readers are referred to the documents filed by the Company on SEDAR. Such risk factors include, but are
not limited to changes in commodity prices; strengths of various economies; the effects of competition and pricing pressures; the
oversupply of, or lack of demand for, the Company's products; currency and interest rate fluctuations; various events which could
disrupt the Company's construction schedule or operations; the Company's ability to obtain additional funding on favourable terms, if at
all; and the Company's ability to anticipate and manage the foregoing factors and risks. Additionally, statements related to the quantity
or magnitude of coal deposits are deemed to be forward-looking statements. The reliability of such information is affected by, among
other things, uncertainties involving geology of coal deposits; uncertainties of estimates of their size or composition; uncertainties of
projections related to costs of production; the possibilities in delays in mining activities; changes in plans with respect to exploration,
development projects or capital expenditures; and various other risks including those related to health, safety and environmental
matters.
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