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WESTERN CANADIAN COAL CLOSES C$75 MILLION DEBT FACILITY

Vancouver, BC August 21, 2006 - Western Canadian Coal Corp. (TSX: WTN & WTN.DB and
AIM: WTN) (the ""Company" or ""WCCC") is pleased to announce that it has concluded a debt
financing package with BNP Paribas and a syndicate of lenders to provide up to C$75 million of debt to
finance the completion and start up of the Company's wholly-owned Wolverine Mine Project in
northeastern British Columbia, Canada.

The loan facility has a December 31, 2012 maturity and an initial interest rate of prime plus 1.5%,
reducing to prime plus 1.0% upon the project achieving commercial production and meeting certain
operating benchmarks. A standby fee of 0.75% will be charged on any undrawn portion of the facility.
The loan may be repaid at any time without penalty.

"We are pleased to complete our debt financing for the Wolverine Project which will ensure adequate
funding through start up™ said Gary Livingstone, WCCC's President and CEO. "This facility has been
structured to provide maximum flexibility given the operating and capital needs of the project and comes
at a competitive cost of capital to the Company."”

BNPP, a global leader in mine project financing and one of the world's largest banks, has syndicated the
loan package to BNP Paribas (Canada), Commonwealth Bank of Australia, CIT Financial Limited,
Nordkap Bank AG, and N M Rothschild & Sons Limited. Jeffrey Stufsky, Managing Director of BNP
Paribas, commented that "We are pleased to provide this loan facility to WCCC for the development of
its Wolverine Mine Project. The province and northeastern B.C. have been important suppliers of
seaborne metallurgical coal to the global steel industry and we believe the Wolverine Mine will continue
to build on that tradition."

About Western Canadian Coal WCCC is a Canadian-based coal mining and development company,
with its primary focus on high-quality coal deposits in northeast British Columbia adjacent to or nearby
existing infrastructure already established for the northeast coalfields, including rail, port, town and other
facilities. The Company is currently producing pulverized coal injection (PCI) coal at its Dillon Mine
located on the Burnt River Property within its Brazion Group of properties, and recently received an
Environmental Assessment (EA) Certificate for the adjacent Brule Mine Project, providing the potential
to produce up to 2.0 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of PCI coal. WCCC has also received an EA
Certificate and Mine Permit for hard coking coal production at a rate of 2.4 Mtpa for its Wolverine Mine
Project, which commenced start-up on July 26, 2006. WCCC also holds a 50% interest in the Belcourt
Saxon Coal Limited Partnership formed to further develop the Belcourt and Saxon group of properties in
northeast BC, and a number of other property assets which are at a less advanced stage of development.

About BNP Paribas BNP Paribas (www.bnpparibas.com) is a European leader in banking and
financial services, and ranks among the world's top 15 banks by market capitalization and total assets. It
has more than 140,000 employees, 15,000 of whom are based in the U.S. The group occupies leading
positions in three significant fields of activity: Corporate and Investment Banking, Asset Management &
Services and Retail Banking. It is present in 85 countries and has a strong presence in all the key financial
centres. Present throughout Europe, in all its business lines, France and Italy are its two domestic
markets in retail banking. BNP Paribas enjoys a significant and growing presence in the United States







