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WESTERN CANADIAN COAL APPOINTS NEW DIRECTOR

Vancouver, B.C. October 11, 2006 - Western Canadian Coal Corp. (TSX: WTN & WTN.DB
and AIM: WTN) (the ""Company") is pleased to announce the addition of Robert Francis Chase (age
63) to its board of directors effective October 5, 2006. Mr. Chase is a senior executive with over 30
years of experience as the top executive or Chief Financial Officer for a number of companies whose
activities included: investment/merchant banking; commercial banking; oil and gas exploration and
development; mining exploration and development; forest products; and port terminal operations. He
currently serves as a Director, President & CEO of Lexacal Investment Corp. Mr. Chase is also a
director of several other TSX, TSX-V and private companies involved in oil and gas activities, mining
exploration, financial services and forestry operations such as, Pender Financial Group Corporation,
Pacific Northern Gas Ltd., Hudson Resources Inc., Dome Ventures Ltd., Red Back Mining Ltd.,
Western Uranium Corporation and Tolko Industries Ltd. Mr. Chase served as a director of Riverside
Forest Products Ltd. from November 2004 to December 2005 and Alaskagold Mines Inc. from May
2002 to August 2002.

From 1979 through 1994, Mr. Chase held several senior management and executive positions with
Westar Group Ltd. and Westar Mining Ltd. ("Westar Mining") which operated two of British Columbia's
largest metallurgical coal mines. Mr. Chase was a director of Westar Mining when it was placed under
Companies Creditor's Arrangement Act protection in 1991 and resigned his position prior to the Courts
placing Westar Mining into bankruptcy. There are no further disclosures to be made under Schedule
Two, paragraph (g) (iii) - (viii) of the AIM rules.

Mr. Chase currently holds 14,000 shares of the Company.

"l am delighted to welcome Bob to our Board", said John Byrne, Chairman, "He brings us significant
financial expertise and knowledge of the Canadian coal mining industry. We look forward to working
closely with Bob as we continue to grow our company.”

In addition to the appointment of Mr. Chase, at the Annual and Special Meeting of the shareholders of
the Company, held October 5, 2006, the shareholders re-elected the following individuals to serve as
directors of the Company: Messrs John J. Byrne, Gary K. Livingstone, John R. Brodie, John J. Conlon
and Charles G. Pitcher.
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