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WESTERN CANADIAN COAL TO COMMENCE BRULE MINE,
ANNOUNCES C$17 MILLION PRIVATE PLACEMENT WITH
CAMBRIAN MINING, AND
WINS BC'S TOP NEW EXPORTER AWARD FOR 2006

Vancouver, BC November 17, 2006 - Western Canadian Coal Corp. (TSX: WTN & WTN.DB
and AIM: WTN) (""WCCC" or the ""Company") announces the following:

Decision to Commence Brule Mine Operations:

The Company is pleased announce that its board of directors has approved plans to proceed with the
development and start-up of the Company's Brule mine located within the Burnt River coal property in
northeast British Columbia.

The Environmental Assessment Certificate for the Brule mine was received in mid-2006 and the
Company anticipates receipt of the mining permit later this month. Accordingly, the Company will
proceed with plans to initially develop and operate the Brule mine in a manner similar to the operation at
the Dillon mine, where the reserve is now fully depleted. On this basis, the Company estimates that, with
minimal additional capital, production at the Brule mine could be in the range of 700,000 to one million
tonnes of ultra-low volatile pulverized coal injection ("ULV-PCI") coal per year, and with cash costs per
tonne expected to be similar to those experienced at Dillon, being in the mid $60s.

The Brule mine will provide a continuity of ULV-PCI production from the Burnt River properties to the
Company's ULV-PCI customers. ULV-PCI coal from the Burnt River property is ranked as a premium
PCI coal and has been sold to major steel mills in China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and Europe.

Private Placement for C$17.1 Million

The Company is pleased to announce, subject to regulatory approval, that it has arranged a non-
brokered private placement with the Company's major shareholder, Cambrian Mining plc ("Cambrian™)
of London, UK, of 8,777,066 shares of the Company at a price of C$1.95 per share for total proceeds
of approximately C$17.1 million. The private placement is expected to close upon receipt of regulatory
approval and formal approvals under Cambrian's banking facility.

The net proceeds from the placements will be used to: provide the funding required for the production
start-up schedule for the Company's Brule mine property as described above; provide funding for the
Company's share of the continuing work program on the Belcourt Saxon properties, which are held by
the Belcourt Saxon joint venture; provide the initial funding required for the regulatory permitting for the
Company's Hermann and EB mine properties; and for general working capital.

Mr. John Byrne, Chairman of the Company, is also the CEO of Cambrian. Mr. John Conlon, director of
the Company, is also a director of Cambrian. Cambrian and its wholly owned subsidiary, Deepgreen
Minerals Corporation Ltd., currently hold approximately 36.4 million shares representing 41.5% of the
issued shares of the Company. Upon completion of the private placement, Cambrian and Deepgreen will
own approximately 45.2 million shares representing 46.8% of the issued shares of the Company.







